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Retired Helena teacher recognized  
by Montana Audubon with award 

 

 
Eliza Wiley Independent Record - Carla Wambach was voted the Audobon Society Educator of the Year for 2011. 

 "Teachers touch the future. It's a big responsibility but it's also a joy," said Wambach of her award. 
 

Even at 81 years old, Carla Wambach’s mantra is “full speed ahead.” 
 

She’s a small-framed, retired school teacher who has the enthusiasm and energy of the Energizer bunny. 

Wambach was recently named Educator of the Year by Montana Audubon for launching the Helena National 

Forest’s Adopt-a-Species Program, used in area schools since 1996. She loves going into classrooms to share 

her knowledge and passion about wildlife, wildlife habitat and watchable wildlife ethics. 

 

Wambach was featured in the society’s newsletter for her countless hours of enthusiastic education work in 

Helena and regularly participating in International Migratory Bird Day celebrations and is often invited to 

classrooms to talk with students about owls, wings, feet and beaks.  

 

During the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial celebration, she traveled around the region providing a hands-on 

learning adventure about native birds. 

 

As a teacher for more than four decades, Wambach said one of the highlights of her career was in 1992 when 

was named a Presidential Award winner from the National Science Foundation. 

 

Since Wambach officially retired, she’s been able to return to her one of first loves — dancing. She enjoys the 

waltz, polka and Irish dancing. 

 

“I don’t plan to get old, but if I have to do it, I will do so as late in life as possible,” she said. 

    

Reporter Alana Listoe: 447-4081, alana.listoe@helenair.com or Twitter.com/IR_AlanaListoe 

mailto:alana.listoe@helenair.com
http://twitter.com/IR_AlanaListoe
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