[image: image1.jpg]servemsgntana

'GOVERNOR'S OFFICE OF COMMUNITY SERVICE




Contact: (406) 444-9077 

May 5, 2011
For Immediate Release 

Volunteers Wanted for Emergency Preparedness Training
$25.00 for 3 days of Training Including Room and Board
(ready.mt.gov)
Helena, MT- Registration is now open for emergency preparedness training offered at the ReadyMontana Symposium at Montana State University Billings on June 2-4, 2011. This affordable training opportunity is provided by ReadyMontana, an initiative from the Governor’s Office of Community Service to engage citizens in service and emergency preparedness (ready.mt.gov). 

“We are pleased to announce our first annual ReadyMontana Symposium,” said Jan Lombardi, Executive Director of the Governor’s Office of Community Service. “It is the responsibility of all Montanans to be prepared. This is an excellent opportunity for citizens to be trained on how they can be ready and volunteer when disaster strikes.”

The ReadyMontana Symposium offers three core trainings, two plenary trainings, and two disaster exercises. Registration is $25 and is open to anyone who is interested in making his or her community safer, stronger, and better prepared for disasters of all kinds. 

Register today online: www.msubillings.edu/readymontana/  
“When disaster happens, we know that emergency service personal are not available to help everyone right away,” said Shelia McFerran, featured trainer from Huntsville, Alabama. “When community members have CERT training they save lives, project property, and bring peace to the community. After our recent tornado in Alabama, we have seen the calmest response due to the CERT training in the community and the volunteers that were able to be deployed immediately.” 

The symposium agenda includes trainings on Basic CERT, ‘Be Red Cross Ready’, First Aid and CPR, CERT ‘Train the Trainer’, and the ‘Map Your Neighborhood’ program. The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) training is for anyone who wants to help protect his or her family, neighbors, and coworkers if disaster occurs. CERT educates on disaster preparedness for hazards that may happen in Montana and trains in basics disaster response skills, such as fire safety, light search and rescue, team organization and disaster medical operations. 

The ReadyMontana Symposium is supported by a federal grant from the Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and its Citizen Corps’ grassroots program (www.citizencorps.gov) aimed at bringing together government and community leaders to engage citizens in emergency preparedness. The Montana Citizen Corps is administered by the Governor’s Office of Community Service with funding from the Montana Disaster and Emergency Services, a division of the Montana Department of Military Affairs.
The Governor’s Office of Community Service (serve.mt.gov) was created in 1993 to expand national service and volunteer opportunities for all Montanans.
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###
readymontana symposium

Engaging Citizen’s in Service & Emergency Preparedness

What: ReadyMontana Symposium
When:  June 2nd - 4th, 2011
Where:  Student Union Building, MSU-Billings
Registration: www.msubillings.edu/readymontana/  

Core Training:

Basic CERT

CERT Train the Trainer

American Red Cross First Aid and CPR Instructor

Plenary Trainings:

Map Your Neighborhood

Be Red Cross Ready

Disaster Exercises:
Mass Care Feeding with the Salvation Army

Disaster Simulation with the Montana National Guard

Course Descriptions:
Basic CERT:  With proper CERT training, you can help protect your family, neighbors, and co-workers if a disaster occurs. The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Program educates people about disaster preparedness for hazards that may impact their area and trains them in basic disaster response skills, such as fire safety, light search and rescue, team organization, and disaster medical operations. CERT Train the Trainer:  E428 CERT Train the Trainer Course will increase the number of instructors qualified to deliver the basic Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Course in local jurisdictions. Red Cross First Aid and CPR Instructor:  This Red Cross Basic First Aid and CPR Instructor course will increase the number of instructors qualified to deliver the Basic First Aid and CPR courses in local jurisdictions.  
Featuring: Presenter and CERT ‘Train the Trainer’:  Sheila King McFerran from Huntsville, Alabama

