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March 7, 2011
Contact:  Tauzha Grantham 406-651-1311 or Lee Gault 406-587-4475
For Immediate Release: 
Montana Conservation Corps Seeks Veterans for Summer Conservation Crews

3-month program combines service, conservation, job skills training, and education awards
Bozeman, MT - Montana Conservation Corps (mtcorps.org), announced today that it is seeking veterans, who want to continue serving their country in the great outdoors, for the Veterans Green Corps program, a summer experience that combines service, public lands conservation, job skills training and education awards. This is the first-ever MCC crew dedicated solely to veterans. MCC’S Veterans Green Corps is an AmeriCorps program. 
 “MCC’s Veterans Green Corps offers a unique opportunity for recently returned vets to support each other and transition to civilian life by leveraging their leadership experience, strong work ethic and team approach to meet conservation needs on public lands,”  said Jono McKinney, CEO and President of Montana Conservation Corps. 
Veterans Green Corps is a collaborative initiative of Montana Conservation Corps and Veterans Green Jobs (http://veteransgreenjobs.org/). Members reconnect with fellow soldiers and make new connections with the outdoors. Participants gain valuable experience through service projects that promote personal growth, job skills, and an ethic of natural resource stewardship – while taking an active role to serve our country in meaningful new ways. 
Veterans Green Corps will be based out of Billings, Montana but the project work will be on the Medicine Bow-Routt National Forest in southern Wyoming and northern Colorado.  The entire project is focused on fuels reduction so an interest in using chainsaws and crosscut saws is essential.  Members receive S212 saw training certification through Colorado Fire Camp, and an AmeriCorps living stipend. Upon completion of the program, participants receive an AmeriCorps education award of $1132 dollars to pursue education opportunities and technical training. 
Training begins in May. Interested veterans are encouraged to contact Tauzha Grantham at Montana Conservation Corps by phone: 406-651-1311 or email: tauzha@mtcorps.org. More information and applications are available online at www.mtcorps.org.  
 “Veterans are our nation’s ultimate volunteers,” said Jan Lombardi, Executive Director of the Governor’s Office of Community Service (www.serve.mt.gov). “MCC’s Veterans Green Corps provides an outstanding opportunity for Montana vets to continue serving our country in a new way.” 
Montana Conservation Corps (www.mtcorps.org) is a nonprofit organization that empowers youth and young adults through hands-on conservation service and education. 
Each season, MCC enrolls over 200 young adults from across the country, age 18 and up, in our AmeriCorps program, and more than 100 local teens, ages 15 to 17, in our Youth Service Expedition program. 
MCC members live, learn and serve together, in crews of six to eight members, in some of our country’s wildest places. They complete conservation projects in local communities, national forests, state and national parks, wildlife refuges and federally designated wilderness areas. Participants receive the experience of a lifetime through challenging projects and the rigors of camp life, coupled with education aimed at creating engaged citizens and lifelong environmental stewards. All of these factors create an ideal situation for personal growth that leads to increased confidence, communication and leadership skills, and the ability to work well with people from all walks of life.
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