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GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF COMMUNITY SERVICE




Contact:  Jennifer Lawson (406) 444-1391 

February 15, 2011
For Immediate Release 
What: ServeMontana Awards Luncheon 

When: Thursday, February 17, 2011 

Time: Noon – 1:45pm 

Location: Red Lion Colonial Hotel – Ballroom 

                   2301 Colonial Drive 

                   Helena, MT 59601 

                   (406) 443-2100 

MONTANANS TO BE HONORED FOR OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEER SERVICE 
Thursday, February 17 in Helena 
First Lady Nancy Schweitzer and Lt. Gov. John Bohlinger Present Awards 

serve.mt.gov 
Helena – The Governor’s Office of Community Service and the Montana Commission on Community Service announced today the 2011 recipients of the  ServeMontana, ReadyMontana and the First Lady’s Math & Science Awards. The annual Awards are presented to outstanding national service members and community volunteers (individuals, groups, organizations and businesses) for their service in Montana.
The Awards will be handed out at a ServeMontana Symposium luncheon ceremony on Thursday, February 17th at the Red Lion Colonial Hotel - Ballroom in Helena.

“We are excited to recognize these exceptional Montanans who are examples of how helping your neighbor can strengthen our communities,” said Jan Lombardi, Executive Director of the Governor’s Office of Community Service. 

First Lady Nancy Schweitzer will present four First Lady’s Math and Science Awards to outstanding volunteers (individuals, groups, organizations and businesses) in math and science education. *see award recipient list below

Lt. Governor John Bohlinger will present seven ServeMontana Awards to outstanding national service members and community volunteers (individuals, groups, organizations and businesses) in the social impact areas of education, healthy futures, environmental stewardship, veterans & military families and economic opportunity. *see award recipient list below 

Lt. Governor John Bohlinger will present five ReadyMontana Awards to outstanding national service members and community volunteers in the areas of disaster services, emergency preparedness and emergency response. *see award recipient list below 
“We are proud to honor these individuals and organizations who represent the true spirit of civic engagement.” said Kim Miske, Chair of the Montana Commission on Community Service. 

Thursday’s awards ceremony luncheon will be part of the 2011 ServeMontana Symposium, a two-day conference featuring national service programs (AmeriCorps, Senior Corps and Learn and Serve), non-profit organizations, state government agencies, the private sector and the public coming together to help find solutions to critical community needs.

First Lady’s Math and Science Award Winners (in alphabetical order by location):
· Big Sky, MT: Kay Reeves – volunteer math tutor at Hyalite Elementary School; helps students at-risk in math rise to proficiency and gain confidence 
· Billings, MT: Chicks in Science – MSU- Billings sponsored event that showcases career opportunities in math, science and technology to girls

· Livingston, MT: Ashton Fink – Environmental educator; worked with elementary students in Missoula and Livingston; working to bring MT students to ocean classroom in CA
· Missoula, MT: Ecology Project International (Scott Pankratz and Julie Osborn co-founders); Nonprofit dedicated to educating the next generation of conservation leaders 
2011 ServeMontana Award Winners (in alphabetical order by location): 

· Billings, MT: First Interstate Bank (Kelly Bruggeman, Vice President); Corporate partner on successful Winter Ready Montana statewide coat donation drives to benefit Montana families; through FIB branch network

· Bozeman, MT: Family Promise of Gallatin Valley, Inc. (Gloria Edwards, Executive Director and Debbi Royer, Board President); Non-profit network of diverse faith organizations working together to help homeless families with children

· Helena, MT: Liann Meyer - founder of Montana Supporting Soldiers; main focus is to support deployed troops with letters and care packages 

· Helena, MT: Arlene Mathews - volunteer for 58-years at St. Peter’s Hospital

· Kalispell, MT: Antoine Brockman - young adult volunteer with focus on cancer prevention, meth prevention education and college students’ access to health care 

· Kalispell, MT: Rosie Olesen - 82-year old “energizer bunny” volunteer withKalispell Parks and Recreation   

· Missoula, MT: Bob Dorion - WWII Veteran and Foster Grandparent (Senior Corps);  supports and assists students at Frenchtown High School 

2011 ReadyMontana Award Winners (in alphabetical order by location): 

· Big Sky, MT: Dax Schieffer – 8 year volunteer firefighter; named Firefighter of the Year in Big Sky for exceptional service 
· East Glacier Park, MT: Darwin Feakes – Volunteer firefighter/EMT; former National Guard member; instrumental in establishing ambulance service in East Glacier Park 

· Helena, MT: Sonny Stiger – Co-Founder, Tri-County FireSafe Working Group (1984); instrumental in the Population Protection Plan which enables citizens to leave homes safely in emergencies

· Missoula, MT: Norman Moeller – RSVP (Senior Corps); RSVP Disaster Task Force Leadership Team; contributed over 1,000 volunteer hours aiding in disaster prevention and emergencies including H1N1 flu clinics 

· Missoula, MT: Bob Mutch – Founder, Painted Rocks-West Fork FireSafe Council; leader in Montana on protecting people and homes in the face of wildland fires; instrumental in the creating of “1/3 Mile to Safety” educational video 
For more information about the Awards, visit the website: serve.mt.gov 
The 2011 ServeMontana Symposium is sponsored by the Governor’s Office of Community Service (serve.mt.gov), Montana Commission on Community Service, Corporation for National and Community Service (nationalservice.gov), Humanities Montana (humanitiesmontana.org), Montana Nonprofit Association (mtnonprofit.org), Hopa Mountain (hopamountain.org), Montana Office of Public Instruction (opi.state.mt.us), and Montana Citizen Corps (ready.mt.gov).
The Governor’s office of Community Service was created in 1993 to expand and promote national service and volunteerism in Montana. 

Visit our website at serve.mt.gov 

Connect with ServeMontana on Facebook
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