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“Life’s most persistent and urgent question is: What are you doing for others?”
-Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Helena –The Governor’s Office of Community Service (serve.mt.gov) joins with the Corporation for National and Community Service (nationalservice.gov), an independent federal agency, to urge Montanans to volunteer on Monday, January 17, in honor of the 25th Anniversary of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday. 

“I hope Montanans will think of the MLK Day of Service as a ‘day on, not a day off.’” said Jan Lombardi, Executive Director of the Governor’s Office of Community Service. “We encourage the public to reach out and help others through community service opportunities, donations to local food banks or by simply shoveling the sidewalk for a neighbor.” 

The public can find volunteer opportunities by visiting the website: serve.mt.gov 

“Blackfeet Community College is holding our first ever MLK Day events,” said John Davis, Campus Corps (AmeriCorps) Leader.  “We are holding a luncheon with local elders and other speakers to encourage the community to get involved in key community projects. BCC Campus Corps members will be also be presenting at local schools about diversity.” 

National Service members in Montana have organized and are participating in more than 50 service projects statewide; including events on 4 Indian Reservations;  such as; volunteering at food banks, collecting personal care items for veterans in Baker, holding a Diversity Fair in Helena, Foster Grandparents will work with Boys and Girls Club on art projects in Billings, Energy Corps (AmeriCorps) members will be weatherizing homes in Helena, Dawson Community College students will give MLK presentations to elementary school children, Salish Kootenai College will held a week-long series of events to commemorate MLK Day, Senior Corps members in Great Falls will be hosting a volunteer fair and working with children to make cards for soldiers and much more… 

FOR MLK DAY SERVICE PROJECTS AROUND THE STATE: CLICK HERE 

“We thought it would be good to have an event that recognizes the positive things youth are doing in the community,” said Kristin Youngmeyer, Statewide Youth Coordinator, AmeriCorps VISTA. “MLK Day is about celebrating diversity & promoting volunteer service. We chose to celebrate the youth culture through music at our Music Splash event in Helena, while encouraging young people to get involved and give back to their communities.” 
Montana’s Department of Public Health and Human Services (DPHHS) has responded to the MLK Day call to service, again this year. DPHHS employees will join national service members and community volunteers throughout Montana and will be volunteering at over 50 Montana Food Bank Network partnering agencies. DPHHS Director Anna Whiting Sorrell will be speaking at the Diversity Fair at Bryant School in Helena and volunteering at the Helena Food Share. 

“I am making a call to service and encouraging DPHHS employees to get out into their communities and volunteer on this national day of service,” said Anna Whiting Sorrel, Director of the Department of Public Health & Human Services.  “Anything that you can do to help your community and your neighbors will be a great way to celebrate the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.”
Mayors in Billings, Forsyth, Miles City, Missoula and Sidney and the Mayor and County Commission in Terry have proclaimed MLK Day 2011 as a Day of Service in their Communities. 

In 1994, Congress designated the Martin Luther King Jr. Federal Holiday as a national day of service and selected the Corporation for National and Community Service (nationalservice.gov) to lead this effort.  

For more information about the MLK Day of Service and to find volunteer opportunities in Montana, visit the website: serve.mt.gov  and mlkday.gov 

The Governor’s Office of Community Service was created in 1993 to expand and promote national service and volunteerism in Montana. 

Visit us at serve.mt.gov 

Connect with us on Facebook at ServeMontana 
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