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For Immediate Release 

CAN THE CATS/CAN THE GRIZ FOOD DONATION DRIVE

Donate a Can at GRIZ Basketball: Get FREE ADMISSION

-Friday, November 19 Game - at 3:00pm 

Helena, MT – UM Griz basketball joins the Can the Cats/Can the Griz food donation drive competition this week, as donation boxes will be placed at the Griz basketball game at Dahlberg Arena on Friday, November 19 at 3:00pm. 

If you bring a canned food donation, you will receive FREE ADMISSION to the Friday Griz basketball game.  

The Can the Cats/ Can the Griz food drive is a competition between Montana State University and the University of Montana that is lead by Montana Campus Corps (AmeriCorps) members at each University. Canned donations collected in Missoula will benefit the Missoula Food Bank.

“This is a friendly competition and a reminder to us all that there is still hunger in many communities in Montana,” said Katie Koga, Campus Corps (AmeriCorps) Team Leader at the University of Montana. “The food drive gets the entire community involved in helping families in need get through the winter months.”   

Canned food collection began November 6 and will end November 20 with the winning school announced by Lt. Governor John Bohlinger at the Griz vs. Cats game in Missoula. The winning school will receive bragging rights. 

Last year Can the Cats/ Can the Griz food drive competition collected 14,451 pounds of food donations for Gallatin Valley and 4,416 pounds in donations for Missoula.

University of Montana donations will benefit Missoula Food Bank (missoulafoodbank.org). Collections will take place at basketball game on Friday and the gates of Washington-Grizzly Stadium during the November 20 home football game. 

Canned food boxes are also located in dorms on campus, at the Office for Civic Engagement and at The Source in the University Center.  Additional collection boxes are located at the Good Food Store, Karl Tyler Chevrolet, Orange Street Food Farm, YMCA, Worden’s Market and the Swift Building. 

“This food drive comes at a time when our food bank programs combined serve approximately 5,000 clients each month, so the impact of this project is substantial,” said Nick Roberts, Development Director, Missoula Food Bank. “The timing of this food collection effort is vital as we’re transitioning from our slowest donation period of the year into a more active fall and winter holiday season.” 

The Governor’s Office of Community Service is one of the sponsors of this year’s food drive in partnership with Grizzly Sports Properties. 

	Montana Campus Corps (mtcampuscorps.org) actively engages college students in meeting community-identified needs through meaningful service.  The program is sponsored by the Montana Campus Compact, a network of 19 college and university campuses located throughout Montana and committed to renewing the public purposes of higher education.
	 


The Governor’s Office of Community Service was created in 1993 to expand and promote national service and volunteerism opportunities in Montana.

· Visit us at: serve.mt.gov 
· Connect with us on Facebook at ServeMontana.
· Nominate an outstanding volunteer or national service member:  Serve Montana Awards 
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