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For Immediate Release 
MONTANANS CELEBRATE SENIOR VOLUNTEERS 

‘SENIOR CORPS WEEK’ (SEPT. 20-24) 
serve.mt.gov
Helena, MT – The Governor’s Office of Community Service announced today that all Montanans should celebrate Montana’s Senior Corps volunteers during the FIRST EVER ‘Senior Corps Week’ (September 20-24), a week-long national initiative designed to create awareness, recognize and thank 55+ aged national service volunteers for the impact they’re making in their communities. 
“We all should take time this week and throughout the year to thank our hard-working, dedicated Senior Corps volunteers,” said Jan Lombardi, Executive Director of the Governor’s Office of Community Service. “Montana Senior Corps members work diligently behind the scenes in our communities; tutoring and mentoring children, providing companionship to those in need and contributing  job skills and expertise to community projects and organizations. “
“The dedication and commitment that these volunteers have for the organizations and the community members that they serve is truly inspiring for all of us,” said Amy Busch, State Program Specialist for the Montana Field Office of the Corporation for National and Community Service.  “A sincere thank you goes out to each and every Foster Grandparent, RSVP volunteer, Senior Companion, and to the 23 project directors, staff and sponsors that make these programs so successful across Montana.”   

Montana has nearly 6,000 National Senior Service Corps volunteers statewide, in the Foster Grandparent Program, Senior Companion Program and RSVP (Retired Senior Volunteer Program) program, combined.

· The Foster Grandparent Program connects volunteers age 55 and over with children and young people with exceptional needs. Volunteers mentor, support, and help some of the most vulnerable children in Montana. 
     

· The Senior Companion Program brings together volunteers age 55 and over with adults in their community who have difficulty with the simple tasks of day-to-day living. Companions help out on a personal level by assisting with shopping and light chores, interacting with doctors, or just making a friendly visit. 
    

· RSVP connects volunteers age 55 and over with service opportunities in their communities that match their skills and availability. From building houses to immunizing children, from enhancing the capacity of non-profit organizations to improving and protecting the environment, RSVP volunteers put their unique talents to work to make a difference.

“We are so thankful to have Senior Corps members participating in our Healthy Partners Program,” and Joni Walton, PhD, RN, Associate Professor at Carroll College. “The Senior Companion and RSVP members we work with allow our nursing students into their homes to help educate our students on compassion and caring for older adults.” 

Senior Corps is a program of the Corporation for National and Community Service, an independent federal agency, created to connect Americans of all ages and backgrounds with opportunities to give back to their communities and their nation. There are approximately 500,000 Senior Corps members nationwide. 

The Governor’s Office of Community Service was created in 1993 to promote and expand national service and volunteer opportunities in Montana.  
· Visit us at serve.mt.gov
· Connect with us on Facebook at ServeMontana. 

· Recognize an Outstanding Volunteer or National Service Member:  ServeMontana Award Applications (click on Programs)
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