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Contact:  Jennifer Lawson (406) 444-5228 

June 25, 2010 

For Immediate Release 

Polson ‘Senior Corps’ Program Receives ‘National Significance’ Grant Award to Expand Community Service
serve.mt.gov 

Helena, MT – The Governor’s Office of Community Service (www.serve.mt.gov) announced today that ‘Western Montana Area VI Agency on Aging’ (westernmontanaagingservices.org) will receive a ‘National Significance’ federal grant award of $23,500 dollars from the Corporation of National and Community Service, an independent federal agency.  The competition for this grant award was very high with only 48 programs being awarded nationwide. 
“We are excited that this grant award allows the Montana ‘Senior Corps’ program to expand in northwest Montana,” said Jan Lombardi, Executive Director of the Governor’s Office of Community Service. “Our communities greatly benefit from the talents and skills of these dedicated volunteers.”

The funding will support 78 RSVP (Retired Senior Volunteer Program) volunteers and allow ‘Western Montana Area VI Agency on Aging’ to expand to Lincoln and Sanders Counties. 
The focus of the volunteer expansion efforts will be; a) to support caregivers of seniors through regular telephone contact or respite visits, and b) reading help for children who need extra support, mainly in the Polson School District, including an innovative “pet partners” program where children read to therapeutic dogs, which helps to increase interest in and motivation for reading. 
Authorized under the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act, the ‘National Significance’ grant awards will expand and better target federal resources toward national, state and local challenges. 

Senior Corps (www.seniorcorps.gov) taps the skills, talents and experience of approximately 5,700 Montanans, ages 55 and over, to meet a wide range of community challenges through three programs – RSVP, the Foster Grandparent Program, and the Senior Companion Program. 
The Corporation for National and Community Service is a federal agency that engages more than five million Americans in service through Senior Corps, AmeriCorps and Learn and Serve America. For more information, visit http://www.nationalservice.gov/.

The Governor’s Office of Community Service (www.serve.mt.gov) was created in 1993 to expand national service and volunteer opportunities to all Montanans. 
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