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For Immediate Release 
104 High School Seniors Awarded ‘Youth Serve Montana’ Scholarships
serve.mt.gov
Helena, MT – The Governor’s Office of Community Service (serve.mt.gov) announced today that 104 Montana High School Seniors from 60 High Schools are receiving $1000 dollar ‘Youth Serve Montana’ college Scholarships. The scholarships are in recognition of students who’ve performed 100 hours of volunteer service, within the past year, for their communities.
 “The ‘Youth Serve Montana’ Scholarships are a great way to honor Montana’s High School Seniors who’ve dedicated their time to make a difference in their communities,” said Governor Brian Schweitzer. 
Click Here for the List of Scholarship Recipients in your Area   


‘Youth Serve Montana’ scholarship winner Mendie Obritschkewitsch of Rapelje High School lives in Molt, Montana and has 9 siblings. She will be attending Rocky Mountain College in the fall and hopes to major in biology and take some equine classes on her way to becoming a veterinarian. Mendie’s volunteer time included grooming at the Beartooth Veterinary Clinic, helping with a school blood drive and student food donation drive, she also volunteered as a teacher’s Math assistant. 
“I was pretty excited to get the Youth Serve Montana scholarship,” said Mendie, Class of 2010 Rapelje High School. “You work hard with your volunteering and you don’t expect to get anything back from it just a ‘thank you’ and that is fine, but to have your volunteering help pay for college is really nice.” 
“I am excited about this scholarship, this is the first one I’ve received,” said Jordan Shearer, ‘Youth Serve Montana’ Scholarship Winner and Senior at Broadwater High School in Townsend. “Volunteering leaves you with a good feeling knowing that you did something to help somebody out and you don’t expect to get compensated for it. This scholarship will definitely help because school is expensive.” 

Jordan will attend MSU-Northern to study diesel technology.
The $1,000 dollar scholarships can be applied toward continued education at one of Montana’s public, tribal, private, community or technical colleges. 
“”Volunteering while you’re young helps create a foundation to stay involved in your community in the future.” said Jan Lombardi, Director of the Governor’s Office of Community Service. “There are a lot of terrific kids out there and we’re excited to be recognizing them and helping them pay for college.” 
The ‘Youth Serve Montana’ Scholarship funds have been made available through a partnership with Montana Campus Compact (mtcompact.org), the state’s largest higher education network and host organization of the Campus Corps-AmeriCorps program,
and the Student Assistance Foundation (safmt.org), a nonprofit student loan servicing organization. The Scholarships are administered by the Governor’s Office of Community Service.
Criteria for the Scholarship award includes; completing a scholarship application, proof of volunteer service, and enrollment to a Montana post-secondary institution. Submissions were due in mid April, and were submitted by High School Principals, Career Counselors and County Superintendents to the Governor’s Office of Community Service.  

The scholarship winners include 103 seniors from local area high schools and 1 home schooled recipient. 

The Governor’s Office of Community Service (serve.mt.gov) was created in 1993 to expand volunteer and service opportunities for all Montanans.
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