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For Immediate Release 
Montana AmeriCorps Members Recognized for ‘National AmeriCorps Week’  

 (serve.mt.gov) 

Helena, MT – The Governor’s Office of Community Service (serve.mt.gov) encourages all Montanans to recognize AmeriCorps members, alums, grantees and program partners, as part of the fourth annual National AmeriCorps Week, May 8 -15, 2010. (americorpsweek.gov)
“Montana’s AmeriCorps members are unsung heroes, they take on challenging issues and tasks and work with others to help make our communities and state a better place to live,” said Governor Brian Schweitzer. “We thank them for their hard work and dedication.” 
There are more than 1,100 AmeriCorps members serving in Montana each year, with nearly 20 programs statewide, the members focus on education, health, environment, veterans and economic issues. AmeriCorps members gain job skills, earn up to $5350/year for college and student loans all while giving back to Montana’s communities. 
“We’ve been very fortunate to have our AmeriCorps members and we really enjoy their positive attitude,” said Diane Savasten Getten, Housing Director for HRDC District IV in Havre. “Our AmeriCorps members go into our communities in Havre, Fort Belknap and Rocky Boy and help with energy assistance for people who live in remote areas.” 

“I started my career of public involvement as a VISTA volunteer in Montana,” said Bob Rowe, VISTA alumni and now CEO of Northwestern Energy. “For both my wife and me, VISTA was a great way to start careers doing meaningful work.” 

AmeriCorps programs in Montana, include: Montana Conservation Corps, Campus Corps, Energy Corps, Justice for Montanans, Young Adult Service Corps, Literacy Support Corps, Billings Metro VISTA project, Communities in Action, Prevention Resource Center and more. 
Examples of opportunities for AmeriCorps members in Montana: recruit, train, and supervise community volunteers, tutor and mentor youths, work to protect civil legal rights of low-income citizens, work to reduce the risk of homelessness, promote safety, personal responsibility and well-being of at-risk youths, build affordable housing, promote sustainable energy consumption, clean parks and streams, build and restore trails, run after-school programs, help communities with disaster preparedness, and more. 
The Governor’s Office of Community Service invites Montanans to join AmeriCorps and learn more about the exciting opportunities in Montana. For more information about AmeriCorps in Montana, visit serve.mt.gov.
AmeriCorps programs in Montana are supported by the Corporation for National and Community Service (nationalservice.gov), an independent federal agency, and administered, in part, through the Governor’s Office of Community Service.
AmeriCorps includes 2 programs in Montana, AmeriCorps State and AmeriCorps VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America).  The VISTA program was founded in 1965 and incorporated into the AmeriCorps network of programs in 1993. VISTA has been on the front lines in the fight against poverty in America for 45 years. 

Governor’s Office of Community Service now on Facebook at ServeMontana.
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