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'GOVERNOR'S OFFICE OF COMMUNITY SERVICE




April 29, 2010 

Contact:  Jono McKinney or Jen Rusnak (406) 587-4475

For Immediate Release: 

Montana Conservation Corps Launches Summer Youth Expedition Recruitment 

Four-week Volunteer Service Experience includes $200 Dollar Service Award

Helena – The Governor’s Office of Community Service (serve.mt.gov) announced today that Montana Conservation Corps (mtcorps.org), an AmeriCorps program, is encouraging adventurous teens, aged 15-17 years old, to apply for the ‘Youth Service Expedition’ program, a four-week, summer volunteer experience that combines education, job skills training and fun! Participants will receive a Service Award of $200 dollars upon completion.

“The summer ‘Youth Service Expeditions’ are a terrific opportunity for young Montanans to get outside and reconnect with values that make Montana great – values like hard work for quality results, service to community, stewardship of our public lands, and working together in common purpose,” says Jono McKinney, President and CEO for the Montana Conservation Corps. “I see a lot of big smiles when these kids return from a month with the corps. They know they’ve done something great.”

“MCC’s ‘Youth Service Expedition’ is a great way for kids to enjoy Montana’s beautiful outdoors while learning the value of volunteering,” said Jan Lombardi, Director of the Governor’s Office of Community Service. “They will use their hands and hearts to make a lasting difference.”   

Teen crews can find themselves repairing fences in Glacier National Park or the Big Hole National Battle Field, building and maintaining trails in the Red Rocks National Wildlife Refuge or Makoshika State Park or helping with natural resource conservation on the Rocky Mountain Front. Typically, each crew will spend two or more weeks on the same project, and then travel again to a different site for the final project. 

Projects will be a mix of “backcountry spikes” where crews will be packed a few miles into the project site, and “front country spikes” where a crew car camps near the project site. During the weekends teens will take a break from project work and participate in recreation, exploration, education, and relaxation. 

Upon completion of the program, participants will receive a Service Award for their hard work. The Service Award equals a $200 dollar check from Montana Conservation Corps and is supported through contributions from local foundations and community businesses around the state. 

‘Youth Service Expedition’ crews will be based out of Kalispell, Missoula, Helena, Bozeman and Billings. Youths across the state, including rural areas, are encouraged to apply to participate in any session. Parents/guardians are to drop-off their teens for the orientation and safety briefing at the start of each session, and then pick them up four weeks later for the final graduation picnic.  Participants may have the opportunity to check in by phone, but otherwise will be on “Expedition” for the full duration of the program.

Interested Youths are encouraged to contact Jen Rusnak at Montana Conservation Corps by phone: 406-587-4475 or email: jen@mtcorps.org. 

More information and Applications are available online at www.mtcorps.org.  

Session dates are June 13 – July 10, or July 18 - August 14. 

Montana Conservation Corps (mtcorps.org) is an AmeriCorps Program funded through the Corporation for National and Community Service (nationalservice.gov), an independent federal agency, and administered through the Governor’s Office of Community Service (serve.mt.gov). MCC’s mission is to inspire young people through hands on conservation service to be leaders, stewards of the land and engaged citizens who improve their communities.

The Governor’s Office of Community Service (serve.mt.gov) was created in 1993 to expand volunteer and service opportunities for all Montanans. 
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