MONTANA COMMISSION ON COMMUNITY SERVICE

Date: June 15, 2009

Time: 3:30 – 5:30 pm
Location: 1301 Lockey Ave, 1st Floor
Conference Call Meeting Minutes (Draft)
Commissioners Present: Karin Olsen Billings, Doug Braun, Jack Chambers James Corson, Chairman George Dennison, Bob Harris, John Ilgenfritz, Vice Chairman Keith Kelly, Kim Miske, Jim Murphy, Chris Kolstad, and Jackie Girard. 

Commissioners Absent: Sheila Rice, Johnel Barcus, James Steele
Staff Present: Kathy Bean, Tony Dean, Andee Dunick, Mikelle Joki, Lorri Ward Brown, Vivian Hammill (Legal Council for the Governor’s Office)
Guests: Guests: Amy Busch (Corporation for National and Community Service), Eric Cardella (Montana Campus Compact), Laura Fellin (Montana Making $ense), Michelle Hauer (Montana Legal Services Association),  Holly Hill (National Center for Appropriate Technology), Connie Roope (Jobs for Montana Graduates Foundation), Sarah Sadowski (Jobs for Montana Graduates Foundation), Josh Vanek (Montana Campus Compact), Andrea Vernon (Montana Making $ense)
Welcome: 
Vice Chair Keith Kelly welcomed everyone. Commissioner Kelly read Linda Carlson’s letter of resignation and a letter from Bruce Nelson, Chief of Staff, Governor’s Office, appointing Kathy Bean as acting Executive Director. Vivian Hammill stated recommendations for the Executive Director position should be e-mailed to Patty Keebler at pkeebler@mt.gov by Friday, 6-19-09. Commissioner Jim Corson requested an e-mail be sent to Commissioners with Patty Keelbers’ e-mail address for them to respond. Kathy Bean will send Commissioners this contact information.
Program, Policy and Planning Committee:
Vice Chair Kelly asked Tony Dean to present PPP Committee recommendations of formula funding. Tony stated that $679,632 was available; $500,000 in Formula dollars and carry-over funds of $179,632. 
Vice Chair Kelly stated money for planning grants would be available if  Commissioners agreed with the proposed recommendations. Also, an additional $5,000 per program would be available for member training expenses.  The following recommendations were proposed: 
· Montana Legal Services Association (MLSA), Fund at the amount requested $163,723 and up to $5,000 for additional member training costs for a total of $168,723.

· Jobs for Montana Graduated (JMGF), Fund at the amount requested $119,771 and up to $5,000 for additional member training costs for a total of $124,771.

· National Center for Appropriate Technology (NCAT), Fund at the amount requested $126,000 and up to $5,000 for additional member training costs for a total of $131,000.

· Montana Making Sense (MM$), Fund at $194,000 which includes up to $5,000 for additional member training costs.  
Questions on proposals: 

Montana Legal Services Association (MLSA) 

Commissioner Bob Harris asked MLSA if changes were made to their application after Corporation feedback. Tony Dean stated that he would be working with MLSA on these changes. Commissioner Jackie Girard stated that the corporation only funded 20% of the applications that they received therefore making it a tough competition.  
Jobs for Montana Graduates Foundation (JMGF)
Discussion took place regarding whether or not JMGF would need to recompete next year. Commissioner John Ilgenfritz expressed the benefits of programs submitting full proposals. 
National Center for Appropriate Technology (NCAT)

Commissioner Bob Harris raised a concern in regards to the similarities in work that is being done by NCAT and Montana Conservation Corps. Commissioner John Ilgenfritz stressed the reward of reporting geographic information to ensure diverse community outreach.
Montana Making Sense (MM$)

During the PPP Committee MM$ respectfully asked that their application be rescinded based on the Committee’s recommended level of funding.  

Chairman George Dennison asked for clarification to the high risk assessment given to MM$.  Items that were mentioned were compliance issues, turnover in key staff positions, and enrollment expectations. 
Andrea Vernon stated that second year programs did not need to be at 100% enrollment.  In addition, Andrea added that the compliance items that were discussed had never come up in previous years. 
Chairman Dennison asked if there were any Federal audit findings. Tony stated that only those program receiving Competitive Grant funding were involved in the federal audit. 
Public Comment:

MLSA - Michelle Hauer thanked the Commission for submitting their application through the competitive process and their opportunity to make revisions to their application.
NCAT – Holly Hill exclaimed they were in contact with the Montana Conservation Corps program and would not duplicate work.

JMGF – Connie Roope stated they had made revisions. Connie wanted to recognize Sarah Sadowski for being named one of the Top 20 under 40 in Lewis & Clark County which is a local recognition of individuals under forty years of age who have made outstanding contributions to their communities. 
MM$ - No comment.
VOTE:

Vice Chair Keith Kelly asked for Commissioner to vote on the PPP Committee’s proposed funding of formula dollars.

MLSA – All in favor of funding.  No abstentions.

JGMF – All in favor of funding. Vice Chair Keith Kelly abstained.

NCAT – All in favor of funding.  No abstentions.

MMS – Chairman Dennison stated that he had received a note that MM$ was resending their application because they would be unable to continue at that funding rate. Commissioner Jim Corson asked if there was a formal procedure for MM$ to resend their proposal. Vice Chair Kelly stated that a vote should be made on MM$ funding. Discussion concluded that MM$’s rescinded proposal presented no necessity to vote.
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